
I can feel fairly sure that I’m not the only one who has watched an extra slice or two of 

daytime television during recent weeks. Some of the programmes have been natural 

history programmes and I have been amazed and in a sense humbled by the enormous 

variety of plants and animals who share our planet. Lions, tigers, monkeys and chimpanzees 

are some of the well known ones but, if you have been watching them as well or if you have 

a long term interest in such programmes you will know that there are millions of species 

and  billions of living organisms on this planet of ours. Some miniscule, some enormous, 

some beautiful, some frightening -what an amazing and wonderful world we live in. 

And when we think about our natural surroundings – what a variety we see. The contrasts 

of deserts, icebergs,  deep dark forests and open plains and hillsides. 

Gerard Manly Hopkins wrote in the poem ‘God’s Grandeur’ 

‘The World is charged with the grandeur of God. 

It will flame out, like shining from shook foil; 

It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil 

Crushed. 

And surely this is seen in the human occupation of our planet – a wide variety of people in 

colour and features, abilities and skills, philosophies, aims and ideals. What a wonderful 

world we live in not least for its wide variety and interest. 

And as I have listened to and read the thoughts, interests and reflections from the many 

people in the church over the past weeks I have seen, within our fellowship, a small 

microcosm of the world as a whole. How blessed we are to have such a wide variety of 

approaches, skills, views, thoughts and emotions. What an amazing wealth of thoughts, 

insights and beliefs have been shared between us –   not limited but enhanced and 

deepened by our belief in a Creator God and  his Son Jesus.  

Loving and Almighty God 

We come to give you our thanks 

For the world in which we live 

With all its beauty, its variety and its wonder. 

We thank you for the communities in which we live 

For the experiences we share and the contribution we are each able to make. 

We thank you for your love for us shown especially in Jesus and we are grateful for the 

fellowship we share with each other and with you. 

Amen. 

  



   


