
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY – Wednesday 13 May 
 

 
Today May 13th 2020 would have been my brother (John’s) 64th birthday, had he 
not died he was 52, so Today my thoughts have turned towards things brotherly. 
 
There are a fair few biblical passages concerning brothers and brotherly 
relationships, from Cain and Abel whose tale does not end well, {Genesis 4} 
through David and Johnathan who were not brothers, but had a very loving 
brotherly relationship. {Samuel 16 -…} 
 
Let’s start with a reading from 1 John 3: 16-24 
 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And 
we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 
17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but 
has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in 
truth. 
19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at 
rest in his presence: 
20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he 
knows everything. 
21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before 
God 
22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and 
do what pleases him. 
23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and 
to love one another as he commanded us. 
24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is 
how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. (Amen) 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Father God, we are your children. You made us in your image, and placed us 
here as custodians of your creation. 
We are sorry for the mess that we make of things. Forgive us Lord. 
Forgive us too for our selfish ways. 
It is a hard lesson, but we thank you that this Covid-19 virus is showing signs of 
changing our behaviour, making us more aware of others, and giving them 
consideration and space. Thank you Lord. 
Help us to remember that individuals, organisations and businesses, are all 
affected by the present situation. Will our favourite charity shops open again, or 
our favourite watering-holes survive? 
We can only put our trust in God, who has his own purposes, and sees a much 
bigger picture, than the one that we are able to see. So we say may Your will be 
done Lord. 
And in the name of Jesus Christ we pray.  
 
AMEN 
 
 



Here is a second bible reading which speaks of the meeting and reconciliation 
between Jacob (the trickster) and Esau the brother that he had tricked out of his 
father’s blessing. {See Genesis 27 for that part of their story} 
 
Genesis 33 New International Version (NIV) 
 
Jacob Meets Esau 
1 Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so he 
divided the children among Leah, Rachel and the two female servants. 
2 He put the female servants and their children in front, Leah and her children 
next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. 
3 He himself went on ahead and bowed down to the ground seven times as he 
approached his brother. 
4 But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his 
neck and kissed him. And they wept. 
 
A concluding prayer:  
 
Lord God Most High; We all need reconciliation with those from who we have 
been separated. Help us to have forgiveness and love towards those who have 
been a source of grief in our lives. 
 
We thank you Lord for cleansing tears, that can wash away hatred and 
misunderstandings, and help to heal what grieves us in our lives. 
 
We pray these prayers in the name of your son Jesus, who was not ashamed to 
weep for love, and loss and pain, when he walked with us on this earth. 
 
AMEN 
 
 

 


