
 
Morning Worship August 30th 2020 

August Bank Holiday 

 
Good morning everyone, welcome to our morning service. When I began preparations for this 
morning’s service, on August 11th it was 30 degrees Celsius with a blue and cloudless sky, that’s the 
reason for my choosing our first hymn. If it’s raining this morning, what do we expect, it is a Bank 
Holiday. Our theme for this morning is holidays, so forget work for an hour and relax. 
  
Call to Worship ( Say these words in a strong voice )  In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth. By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day 
he rested from all his work. 
 
Our first hymn, written in the nineteenth century by William Walsham How, Bishop of Wakefield, is 
written in the archaic language used in Victorian times. If you are able to read the hymn through a 
few times, you will find it contains many comforting and uplifting thoughts. And so we sing. 
 
Hymn No 722 Baptist Hymn Book  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eK0ToFWDr8M 
 
Summer suns are glowing over land and sea, 
Happy light is flowing, bountiful and free. 
Everything rejoices in the mellow rays; 
All earth’s thousand voices swell the psalm of praise. 
 
God’s free  mercy streameth over all the world,                                                                                             
And His banner gleameth, everywhere unfurled. 
Broad and deep and glorious as the heaven above, 
Shines in might victorious His eternal love. 
 
Lord upon our blindness Thy pure radiance pour; 
For Thy loving kindness make us love Thee more. 
And when clouds are drifting  dark across our sky, 
Then, the veil uplifting, Father be Thou nigh. 
 
We will never doubt Thee, though Thou veil Thy light; 
Life is dark without Thee; Death with Thee is bright. 
Light of light, shine o’er us on our pilgrim way;  
Go Thou still before us to the endless day. 
 
Prayer  
Loving God, Your love never grows old; it comes afresh with each new day. The morning sees your 
glory shining through the beauty of creation, as at the dawn of time. 
This act of worship sees your love shining in the face of Jesus, make His presence felt by all of us. 
This moment promises your Spirit alive in our lives, as it does at any moment of any day or night.  
Comfort us with the reality of your living presence. AMEN 
 
Holidays  are quite a new thing. Until 1938 there was no legal requirement to give workers a paid 
holiday. Bank holidays were introduced in 1871 but not everyone was paid. 
In ancient times the idea of a holiday did not exist, people did however celebrate religious festivals, 
often fitting in their celebrations after the day’s work. Joseph, the father of Jesus, had his  own 
business and was able to take time off to celebrate festivals,                                                                                     
Our Bible reading which is well known, tells of one occasion when Joseph took his family to 
Jerusalem to celebrate Passover.   
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eK0ToFWDr8M


 
Bible Reading   Luke 2 verses 41  to 47 
 
Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years 
old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. After the Feast was over, while his parents 
were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, they were unaware of it. Thinking 
that he was in their company they travelled on for a day. They began looking for him among their 
relatives and friends.  When they did not find him they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After 
three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers listening to them and 
asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
 
It’s a dreadful feeling when you think you have lost someone, particularly a child and very quickly 
you begin to panic, Sometimes, when times are difficult you can get the idea into your head that 
Jesus, is not there when you need him most. Our next short chorus reminds us that when we gather 
together, in whatever strange fashion, Jesus is here. 
 
We  sing together from BPW No 3    As we are gathered, Jesus is here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCdD5Ouq-2Q 
 
As we are gathered, Jesus is here;                                                                                                                      
one with each other, Jesus is here; 
Joined by the Spirit, washed in the blood,                                                                                                    
part of the body, the Church of God. 
As we are gathered, Jesus is here;                                                                                                                              
one with each other, Jesus is here. 
 
 
The Faith and Society Team of the Baptist Union have sent us the following message and prayer:                                                                                                                                                                
- Our hope is that you will get some rest this month and find moments of unexpected blessing 
 
Prayer   
Teach us to pray, Lord. Teach us to pray in the storm, in these uncertain times.       
Teach us to pray, Lord. Teach us to pray as we wade through the risk assessments and the reams of 
changing advice. 
Teach us to pray, Lord. Teach us to pray as we look at our friends who seem to have everything 
sorted and all is going well. 
Teach us to pray, Lord. Teach us to pray as we scroll through our phones, through the newsfeeds, 
Twitter, and Facebook and more. 
Teach us to pray, Lord. Teach us to pray as we fear for the future, even though we know we should 
hope for today. 
Teach us to pray, Lord. Teach us to pray in the dark of the night when sleep never comes and our 
thoughts are all mangled. 
Teach us to pray, Lord. Teach us to pray as we decide the wrong from the right. 
Teach us to pray, Lord. Teach us to pray, to listen, to sit in the stillness and breathe in the depth of 
your love. 
Teach us to pray, Lord. Teach us to pray, to lift up your name and to call for your Kingdom to come 
here on your earth.  
AMEN 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCdD5Ouq-2Q


 
Hymn 377 BPW     God who made the earth  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YU4ZAxSgN0 
 
God who made the earth, 
The air, the sky, the sea, 
Who gave the light its birth,  
He cares for me. 
 
God who made the grass, 
The flower, the fruit, the tree,  
The day and night to pass, 
He cares for me  
 
God who made the sun, 
The  moon, the stars, is he  
Who when life’s troubles come, 
Will care for me. 
 
God who sent his Son, 
To die on Calvary,  
He, if I trust in him, 
Will care for me 
 
ADDRESS   

 
There are not many Bible stories about holidays. There are however, many occasions when 
Bible characters needed to have a break and take a well earned rest. After one of the most 
amazing miracles that Jesus did; the feeding of the five thousand, ( Matthew 14 )  Jesus 
needed a rest and went up on the mountainside by himself Verse 23. We all need a break 
and a rest occasionally, it’s in the creation story, so it’s what God  wants for us. 
As I we saw earlier, the great religious festivals were an opportunity for the Jews to take a 
break. 
The story of Jesus and his family going to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem is a very 
important passage in the gospel story. This day was the day when Jesus discovered who he 
was, on this day when celebrations and family fun was in everyone’s mind,  Jesus realized 
that he was, in a unique sense, the Son of God. 
Its surprising how, when we are away from our normal daily routine, in a different 
environment, enjoying a closer relationship with friends, in beautiful countryside, or by the 
seaside, how God can speak to us and we feel more than ever that God is our father and we 
are his children. 
After this happy time in Jerusalem, the family with their friends, set off for home. The 
women set off first, I can imagine them chatting away about their trip, the men followed on 
afterwards. In all the excitement, no one noticed that Jesus was missing, I love the way the 
authorized version of the bible puts it “ But they, supposing him to have been in the 
company, went a days journey”  Luke 2 v 44  
If there are times when, if only fleetingly and even when we are on holiday, or doing exciting 
things that we feel that Jesus is missing. There is a line in our first hymn which says  “ When 
clouds are drifting dark across our sky.” We all have those dark moments.  When you have 
one of those moments, remember the words of Jesus “ I will be with you always, to the end 
of the age “  Jesus never goes missing. You may be assured    AMEN 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YU4ZAxSgN0


 
 
Hymn No 329  BPW  Blessed assurance 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuyf1YQvcwY 

 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine; 
O what a foretaste of glory divine 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God; 
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood 
 
This is my story , this is my  song, 
Praising my Saviour all the day long. 
 
Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture burst on my sight; 
Angels descending, bring from above  
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
 
Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Saviour am happy and blest; 
Watching and waiting, looking above 
Filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
 
  
 
May the love of Jesus draw us to himself                                                                                                        
May the power of Jesus strengthen us in his service;                                                                                            
May the Joy of Jesus fill our souls  
Amen 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuyf1YQvcwY

