
                                         THE SECRET CHURCH 
 
Good morning everyone – may we be blessed as we worship together. 
 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ”. Ephesians 1:3 

 
The COVID-19 crisis has meant we’ve all experienced what it’s like not to be able to meet in 
a church building or gather in large numbers. For millions of Christians around the world, 
that’s what life is like all the time. Christians have never entered a church building, never 
experienced the buzz of worshipping with others, or even sung to God in anything above a 
whisper. They are the secret church, meeting under the cover of darkness, in caves,    or 
even stinking toilets in prison camps. Can you imagine that? 
Yet wherever they meet they find Jesus there. That’s what we can learn from them; 
lockdown does not mean that we are alone, although we are separated we can still be 
church. 
 
So let us prepare to be Christians who worship, often separately and often in secret. 
You will need the following articles before we start the service –a Bible, a cushion, a pen 
and piece of paper, a candle and matches.  
Can you place your Bible under the cushion to remind yourself of how so many people have 
to do this all the time and can be prosecuted for even owning a Bible. 
 
Let us start by singing the song, “As we are gathered”. We shall sing it twice, the first time 
at normal volume and the second in a whisper, as those in secret churches would do.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCdD5Ouq-2Q 

 
“As we are gathered Jesus is her, one with each other, Jesus is here. 
Joined by the spirit, washed in His blood, part of the body, the church of God. 
As we are gathered Jesus is here, one with each other, Jesus is here”. 
Mission Praise 38    BPW 3 
 
Let us pray. 
Father God, 
We thank you for the freedom we have to enter our church building, to meet fellow 
Christians, be encouraged by them, to open our Bibles, to hear from you and to have the 
freedom to sing our praises to you. May we always be aware of the great privilege we have 
in our freedom to worship. As we meet this morning in our own homes may we experience 
something of what others suffer and may we be motivated to remember them and support 
them in ways led by you.   
We ask this in the name of Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCdD5Ouq-2Q


 
Let’s listen to 3 people who tell us of how their lives are affected by persecution and 
hardship, made even more devastating as the Corona virus has affected their lands. 
 
Mojtaba 
Mojtaba was thrown into prison for three years in Iran for leading a house church. He heard 
an inner voice that said to him, “Look, I took you through these doors and gates to talk to 
people about Jesus”. He spoke to prisoners about his faith and portions of the Bible were 
smuggled in to help them study . 
Mojtaba says, “It is good to pray that God will release the prisoners but we should pray 
more that they will use their unique and valuable opportunity to share the gospel with 
sinners, with people”. 
 
Aziz 
When suicide bombers targeted a church in the Gulf Aziz went straight to the hospital, he 
sat with believers and held their hands. Some of them did not make it. The Sunday after the 
attack, people walked through the doors of the church, many in bandages and on crutches. 
These people could not stay home, they needed to praise God. 
Aziz says, “God can never be destroyed. How can we despair when there is always Christ’s 
light and hope?” 
 
Rahul 
Rahul tells us of the problems in India where many church members are daily wage earners 
and no work means no food for the day. Covid 19 has added to their problems as India has 
gone into lockdown.  
Rahul asks us to pray for those who are reaching out to help those who are starving. 
 
We are going to pray for these situations and others – perhaps you would like to light your 
candle as we remember those for whom their situations often feel dark but who hold onto 
Jesus, the light of the world. 
 
Father God 
We pray for people in prison for their faith in Jesus. We ask that they will be given strength 
to cope with all the privations they encounter and even be freed, but that they may know 
your presence as never before. May they be effective in sharing the good news of Jesus 
with other prisoners.  May Bibles be available so that they may be more effective in 
teaching and training others. 
 
For those dealing with trauma or experiences of violence and loss, we ask that they will 
know the peace and comfort of God and their faith will be strengthened and upheld. 
 
We pray for those vulnerable Christians suffering during the global coronavirus lockdown. 
We thank you that many organisations are providing provisions and support and we ask 
that they may be provided with all the resources necessary for their work. 
 



We pray for the many Christians who, unlike us are isolated from other believers. We thank 
you that for many the internet and radio is being used to connect them with other 
Christians. We ask that those who run these works will be used mightily to bring believers 
support and encouragement. 
 
Lastly, we ask for ourselves that in our comfort and security we will be aware of and 
support our brothers and sisters in Christ who suffer for their faith. We ask that we, 
accepting the privileges we have in living in a safe land with many resources and comfort 
will take all opportunities to pray for, care for and support other Christians throughout the 
world who do not have what we do. May we be challenged about our faith and how we 
would stand up to opposition .   
We ask all these prayers in the name of the Lord Jesus, who came to bring life to all peoples 
and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
Do keep your candle alight as we proceed though the service to remind you of the light of 
Jesus in our lives and the desire for His light to shine in the lives of those who suffer for 
their faith in Him. 
 
We shall sing a familiar hymn now, the words of which resonate with all Christians and 
remind us of all we have in Jesus, now and in the future. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BA7pdABvpnc 

 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now am free. 
 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear, the hour I first believed. 
 
Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come; 
‘tis grace hath brought me safe so far and grace will lead me home. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise then when we first begun. 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me, 
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see. 
Mission Praise 31   BPW 550 
 
One person who suffered for his faith was the apostle Paul who endured opposition, 
beatings, imprisonment, shipwrecks  etc. He would have been able to identify with those in 
countries where they are persecuted for their faith.  
        

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BA7pdABvpnc


Towards the end of his life he was travelling to Rome, not knowing what lay ahead of him, 
although this is where he was probably martyred for his faith. Before he left on this journey 
he met with leaders from the church at Ephesus and part of his message to them is in Acts 
20.  Now, you can take your Bible out from under the cushion where you have hidden it to 
appreciate how many people in persecuted countries have to read in secret. We shall read 
just part of his message, but if you have time you might like to read the entire chapter. 
 
Acts 20: 22-24 and 36 
 
V22 And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 
happen to me there. 
V23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are 
facing me. 
V24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I finish the race and complete 
the task the Lord Jesus has given me – the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace. 
 
Paul loved the church at Ephesus, he had preached to them and set them a great example 
of holy living. His future was unknown but he knew for certainty that he would not see 
these loved people again so he wanted to encourage them for the future. What can we 
learn from his message. 
 
Verse  22   tells us that although he didn’t know what was ahead he listened to the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit. Another disciple, Philip also went where the Holy Spirit led 
him and had an amazing encounter with an Ethiopian eunuch that resulted in the eunuch 
understanding the Scriptures, believing and being baptised. Paul was also prepared to go 
where the Spirit led, not knowing the outcome and what he would be asked to do. 
I wonder how often I and perhaps you are prepared to listen to the inner promptings of the 
Holy Spirit to do something, go somewhere or attempt something for God that takes us 
outside of our comfort zone into uncharted waters?  Are we as a church listening to the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit as we go into the future, a future that may not be what we 
want, or makes us comfortable, but one that is in line with God’s plan for us at 
Loughborough Baptist Church. 
 
In verse 24  Paul talks about the importance of finishing the race well, completing the task 
giving him by the Lord Jesus, to share the gospel and telling other people of that. I wonder 
how often I shy aware from telling people what God has done for me and the wonderful 
change that knowledge has brought to my life. My husband was a very quiet man, but an 
evangelist who used opportunities to share his faith with sometimes the most unlikely 
people. He once challenged a known drug dealer in our village, one who often waited 
outside the local school to ply his evil trade, and shared how he could have forgiveness 
through accepting Jesus if he repented. I don’t know the outcome of that conversation, but 
the big, burly Greek drug dealer was not seen around the school again. On another occasion 
when he was told that his physical condition was terminal he was able to share his faith in 
his future in glory and his lack of fear with the hospital Consultant. Do I and do we take all 
the opportunities to share our faith with people we meet, like the apostle Paul did.   



His desire was to finish the race well and complete all he had been given to do, testifying to 
the ‘gospel of God’s grace’. 
 
I wonder, if you were to send a message or say farewell to people you would never see 
again in this life, what you might say to them. I had a very great friend, Fiona who died last 
year. For many years she had been a missionary in Thailand and had faced much 
opposition, threats to her life and many privations. Two of her fellow missionaries were 
killed by Thai bandits who resented them sharing their faith. I was privileged to spend 2 
days with her a few weeks before she died and we were able to share this very special time 
together. She was excited about ‘going home’ and seeing her Lord and as sad as this time 
was it was also a great encouragement to share with someone who had spent her life 
sharing about the Lord Jesus and had finished the race well. Verse 36 tells us that when 
Paul finished his message to the Ephesians he knelt down with them all and prayed. Fiona 
and I were able to pray together before I left and although I drove away with tears 
streaming down my face I had the great confidence of being with someone who had 
‘finished her race well’. 
 
The people who live with persecution are strong in their faith – in fact the Christian church 
is growing faster in lands where there is persecution; countries like China, India, North 
Korea etc. They are denied things that we take for granted; the opportunity to worship 
together in church or in the open, not in secret, to read the Bible without worrying about 
being taken to prison or a labour camp or being killed for doing so. They do not know what 
their future will be, as Paul did not know, but they are trusting God for their future. 
 
As we come to the end of this service shall we sing a hymn that sums up our confidence in 
the future and I can imagine the apostle Paul singing this with the confidence he had for his 
future. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPW9xYEyijQ 

God sent His son, we call Him Jesus, He came to love, heal and forgive; 
He lived and died to buy my pardon, an empty grave is there to prove my Saviour lives. 
Because He lives I can face tomorrow, because He lives all fear is gone. 
Because I know who holds the future and life is worth the living just because He lives. 
 
How sweet to hold a new-born baby and feel the pride and joy he gives; 
but greater still the calm assurance , this child can face uncertain times because He lives. 
Because He lives I can face tomorrow, because He lives all fear is gone. 
Because I know who holds the future and life is worth the living just because He lives. 
 
And then one day I’ll cross the river, I’ll fight life’s final war with pain 
And then as death gives way to victory, I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know He lives. 
Because He lives I can face tomorrow, because He lives all fear is gone. 
Because I know who holds the future and life is worth the living just because He lives. 
Mission Praise 52   BPW  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPW9xYEyijQ


 
Before we close the service you might feel that you would like to support organisations who 
support people throughout the world who are persecuted for their faith. 
If so, do use your pen and paper to make note of the following organisations –  
OPEN DOORS 
PO Box 873 
Witney, Oxon OX29 6WG     Tel: 01993 460015 
www.opendoorsuk.org   
BARNABUS FUND 
The Old Rectory, River Street, Pewsey, Wilts. SN9 5DB  Tel: 01672 564938 
www.barnabusfund.org 
They will send you information and prayer diaries so that you can support people 
throughout the world. 
 
Let us pray 
Father,  as we face a new future as a church, one that could make us feel fearful or one that 
makes us excited, we trust that the Holy Spirit will lead us perhaps into areas of service that 
as yet are unknown to us, but known to you. We want to be people like the apostle Paul , 
people who finish the race and complete the task given us by the Lord Jesus. Help us to be 
excited about our faith and share this so that many people will come to know and serve 
you. 
We are not a secret church and so we ask that we will be an open church, open people, 
open to all you ask us to do, open to where you want us to go, open hearted in our love and 
support of people and open to you working in our lives as people who love you. 
Amen 
 
Benediction (from Acts 20:32) 
“Now I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which can build you up and give 
you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified”. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.opendoorsuk.org/
http://www.barnabusfund.org/

