
 
BEAUTY, VISIONS AND DREAMS Service for July 5th 2020 
 
Good morning to you all, it seems a very long time since I have seen you. One thing I so like about being at 
the front of the church is seeing all your beautiful faces. And you are all beautiful whatever you may think, 
for our God is beautiful and each of us is made in the image of God. And when you smile you are especially 
beautiful, so I hope as you read this you are smiling. 
 
And the world God has made is very beautiful too, so let us sing our first hymn which speaks about the 
beauty of the world. It is a well known and much loved one which many of us would have learnt in primary 
school. 
 
BPW 116 All things bright and beautiful. 
 
https://youtu.be/FT_oDqOEGpc 
 
 
All things bright and beautiful, 
all creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful, 
the Lord God made them all. 
 
Each little flower that opens, The purple headed mountain, 
each little bird that sings, the river running by, 
he made their glowing colours, the sunset and the morning 
he made their tiny wings. that brighten up the sky. 
 
The cold wind in the winter, He gave us eyes to see them, 
the pleasant summer sun, and lips that we might tell 
the ripe fruits in the garden, how great is God almighty, 
he made them everyone. who has made all things well. 
 
Doesn’t that take you back to your childhood when summers were always sunny and seemed to go on for 
ever. One thing I have been doing during lockdown is going on the Remember Laindon site on Facebook. ( 
Laindon in Essex is the place where I grew up. ) and there I have been able to “meet” with people I haven’t 
seen or heard of since primary school, and have been able .to share memories with them. And sharing 
memories can be so comforting in times of trouble. 
 
And another thing I have found comforting is meditating on Psalm 23. It’s many peoples favourite psalm 
and it’s a favourite of mine too. It’s short so it’s easy to learn and has such wonderful imagery. There are so 
many pictures in it: The shepherd taking care of the sheep, (Which reminds us of Jesus the Good Shepherd 
and the story he told about a lost sheep.) the green pastures, the still waters, the paths that God leads us 
on, the dangerous valley, the table overflowing with food and the cup brimming with wine with the 
scowling enemy looking on. 
 
And at the end a wonderful house where we can find peace and rest with God for ever. 
 
 
Read through Psalm 23 now and reflect on it. Or maybe just read through it now and come back and spend 
some time reflecting on it later. One good thing I have found about doing church this way is that I can read 
the service through more than once and thus have more time to take things in than I would at church. 
 
The Lord is my shepherd: I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
he leadeth me by the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul: 

https://youtu.be/FT_oDqOEGpc


he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
thou rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
Thou anointest my head with oil: my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will live in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 
Our God is a generous God, who has given us not only everything we need but so much more besides. A 
beautiful world that constantly delights us, (And wasn’t it a beautiful spring and weren’t we lucky to have 
so much more time this year to look at and enjoy nature.) food that not only nourishes us but tastes 
wonderful, and the companionship of other human beings and of animals and of God himself. Our cup does 
indeed runneth over. So let us say now the offering prayer 
 
Generous God, we thank you that you have given us so much and we thank you too for the members and 
friends who have given so much time and so much money over the years to allow the work of our church to 
go on. Bless us we pray and inspire and lead us so that the work may go on here for many years to come. 
And give us wisdom and discernment to use all the money given by this church in recent weeks wisely and 
well for the building of your kingdom. 
 
In Jesus name we pray. Amen 
 
It is at this at this point in the service that the children would in more normal times leave to go to their 
groups so let us pray for them now. 
 
Father God we give you thanks for all the little ones and their families who have started to come to church 
in recent years. It is such a joy and blessing to have them among us. In these uncertain times we pray that 
you will bless them all and give them a good future, so that they may come to Christian maturity and have 
the joy of knowing you for themselves. Keep them safe from all harm we pray. 
 
In Jesus name. Amen 
 
Let us now sing our second hymn in which we praise God for his beautiful world and for the joy of human 
relationships. 
 
We will sing BPW 121 For the beauty of the earth 
 
https://youtu.be/JdLh3u-Qt50  
 
For the beauty of the earth, 
for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies; 
Father unto thee we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise. 
For the beauty of each hour  
For the joy of human love 
of the day and of the night  
brother, sister, parent, child, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower,  
friends on earth and friends above; 
sun and moon and stars of light;  
for all gentle thoughts and mild. 
For your greater gift of grace,  
For the Church that evermore 

https://youtu.be/JdLh3u-Qt50


Christ your son to sinners given,  
lifts her holy hands above, 
bringing to our human race  
offering up on every shore 
all the hopes and joys of heaven;  
her pure sacrifice of love; 
 
Our intercessory prayers are written for us today by my husband David. 
 
Lord God Most High 
You are beyond our sight, so our eyes can not see your beauty. 
You are beyond our comprehension, so our minds can not truly grasp how awesome you are. 
But by Your Holy Spirit you can fill our dreams and direct our thoughts. 
Fill us Lord. Direct us Lord. Strengthen us, fit us for your service. 
Keep us in your love, keep us connected to each other as your church. 
Make us whole. Make us holy. Make us wholly yours. 
Forgive us our faults and give support to those who falter. 
Refresh us with your love, and fill us with your spirit. 
Let those who are sick and frail know your healing power in their lives and in their bodies. 
Comfort those who mourn, and fill all our lives with the certainty of your loving presence, for you are the 
living creator God. With you all things are possible. 
Give wisdom, compassion and humility to those in positions of power, give them visions of the beauty of 
the promised kingdom, make it real to them so they strive to make it real in our lives. 
Lord if any of these thoughts and prayers are in accordance with your will, then we ask that you pour your 
power into the situations, and make it so. 
In Jesus name we pray. AMEN 
 
Our Bible reading for today is Acts chapter two verses 14 - 21 
 
V 17. In the last days God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, 
 
your old men will dream dreams. 
 
In the Bible, prophecy, dreams and visions were very important as they were some of the ways God spoke 
to his people. From Joseph, Ezekiel and Daniel in the Old Testament to Joseph, Peter and Paul in the New 
Testament, and even up until the present day with people like the late Martin Luther King, dreams and 
prophecies and visions have changed people and changed our world. 
 
And I should like to tell you about some dreams and visions I have had. 
 
Now nearly all of us have dreams but most dreams mean very little and are soon forgotten but now and 
again we may have a dream that seems more vivid than usual and which we don’t easily forget. And it 
could well be that God is speaking through us by that dream. 
 
Nevertheless the first dream I want to tell you about happened so long ago that I have more or less 
forgotten it, but not the effect it had. 
 
It was a dream I had when I was attending a little Baptist church in Laindon where I grew up. 
 
The dream prompted me to ask for baptism and although it didn’t work out and I wasn’t baptised at that 
time, from that time on I considered myself a Christian and it led eventually to me being baptised at our 
church here in Loughborough. 
 



The second thing I want to tell you about is a “vision” I had after we found out that our son Luke was 
disabled. Now this made me very angry at God and not only because of Luke, I also became quite angry also 
about all the suffering and pain that there is in the world. How could a good God allow such terrible things 
to happen I wondered. 
 
So at that time a lot of my prayers consisted of me shouting angrily at God and asking him what he was 
doing allowing such suffering. 
 
And in my mind’s eye I pictured myself as a brave and defiant person all on my own shouting at a powerful 
person seated on a throne high above me. Then one day as I was doing this the image suddenly changed 
and instead of being on my own I found myself in a huge crowd of people all shouting and cursing only 
instead of us shouting at a powerful figure on a throne we were shouting at a man hanging on a cross. And 
the faces of the people around me were all ugly and cruel. 
 
And I stopped shouting. For I could not shout and curse at a man suffering so cruelly. 
 
And I came to understand that no matter how things seem God does love us and care for us and that he 
suffers not only for us but with us. “I am always with you,” says Jesus, and he is and not only with us, he 
shares our sufferings and feels our pain as no other can do. For he knows and understands us completely. 
 
The next thing I want to share with you is a dream that I had which was very vivid and this one I remember 
well as it is not so long ago. 
 
And in this dream I was floating over a planet and coming into land. And it was the most beautiful place I 
had ever seen. It was full of flowers and fruit in such vibrant colours I had never seen before. The whole 
place was so rich and vibrant and so fruitful it looked like a gardeners dream but much better even than 
that. 
 
But that was it, I didn’t land but woke up and didn’t see any more. But I believe I may have been given a 
glimpse of heaven or maybe of the new earth that will someday be ours. And if so I am looking forward to 
going there. 
 
And the last thing I want to tell you about is a “Vision” I had when I was in the place between being awake 
and being asleep. A place where people can sometimes be most aware of God. 
 
And my vision was like a small tear in the sky and in this tear sat a young woman. And she was very 
beautiful. Her skin and hair were dark and she had the most beautiful brown eyes and at the time I thought 
she was an Indian woman. But I’ve seen pictures of Palestinian women since and she looked a lot like one 
of them. 
 
And in my dream/vision it seemed to me that the Lord was with me although I didn’t see him, and I said to 
the Lord, “Lord, who is she?” Then when I looked again I saw she was dressed in blue which is the colour 
Jesus’ mother Mary is always pictured wearing. 
 
Now the woman didn’t say anything or even smile at me, she just sat there serenely as if she wasn’t aware I 
was there. 
 
And I’ve wondered since if she was praying. In Catholic thought Mary is supposed to pray for the world and 
it is a comforting thought to think that she is praying for us at this time of trouble. 
 
So maybe that is why I saw her. 
 
Or maybe it’s because God wanted me to take notice of the plight of the Palestinian people who are being 
treated so badly by the present Israeli government. 
 
Or perhaps it’s both. 



 
Now dreams and visions and prophecy can be very powerful, they can change people, and events and even 
change the whole future for a nation. And even today they can effect and change people’s lives. The dream 
that Martin Luther King had changed things in America and is still changing things today although we still 
have a long way to go in fully realising that dream, as recent events have shown. 
 
But what about us? What dreams or visions do we have for the future? What prophecies can we make. And 
will they change us and our futures or will they remain just dreams or just pictures or just words. 
 
We have a choice, we can speak about our dreams and try to realise them or we can just ignore them. 
 
And I have another dream but it’s not a dream I had when I was asleep or a sort of a vision either, and I 
make no claim at all that it was sent by God. 
 
It’s a day time dream of my mind and heart and maybe it’s your dream too. 
 
I have a dream that some of the good things of lockdown will continue: That people will continue to slow 
down and take notice of the beautiful world around us, that people will continue to be more caring and 
helpful to each other, that people will continue to be very appreciative of the work essential workers such 
as NHS staff, carers, bus drivers, postmen and women, shop workers etc and that these people will be given 
a decent wage. And I have a dream that more people will continue to work from home so that family life 
can improve and there 
 
will be less cars on the roads, so less pollution and that people will continue to be content to stay at home 
and appreciate the beauty that is around them rather than causing pollution by journeying on cars, 
coaches, trains, planes and cruise ships. 
 
And I have a dream that people will be happy to live simpler lives and not want so many things so that the 
world will not be polluted by the things we buy one day and throw away the next. 
 
And I have a dream that those who have come closer to God in this period of lockdown would continue to 
be close to him and will come to more fully realise the full beauty and majesty of our Holy God. 
 
Now you could say that the Lord’s prayer is a dream as it speaks of a relationship between God and man 
and God’s kingdom coming on earth that, although in one sense has already arrived, we do not yet have in 
all its fullness. So while we attempt to live out the dream we can only dream about how it will one day be. 
 
So let us now say the Lord’s prayer to remind ourselves of the dream of Jesus. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen 
  
Laindon Baptist Church which I went to as a young girl had a motto on the wall as did many Baptist 
churches at the time: Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness, and we are going to finish by singing the 
hymn of that name. 



Hymn 22 BPW Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness    
https://youtu.be/E4ljGiFL-80  
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
gold of obedience and incense of lowliness 
bring and adore him; the Lord is his name! 
Low at his feet lay your burden of carefulness, 
high on his heart he will bear it for you, 
comfort your sorrows, and answer your prayerfulness, 
guiding your steps in the best way for you. 
Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth you would reckon to own; 
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to bring to his throne. 
These though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling, and hope for our fear. 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 
bow down before him , his glory proclaim; 
gold of obedience and incense of lowliness 
bring and adore him; the Lord is his name! 
 
We finish by saying the grace and as you say it remember some of the faces you would have seen as you 
looked around the church and ask God to bless them. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, 
evermore. Amen 
 

https://youtu.be/E4ljGiFL-80

