
Morning service, Sunday May 3rd. 

Welcome! 

Did you think Easter was over? Not for Christians; even the 

Church calendar takes six weeks over it – this is the 4th – so 

today we are celebrating “The Resurrection, continued”. 

Let’s start with “This joyful Eastertide” BPW 258 (sing if you 

can, or imagine the Choir, or Sandy – her favourite – 

singing it)   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tipsbcfuB4 

This joyful Eastertide, what need is there for grieving? 

Cast all your cares aside and be not unbelieving: 

Come, share our Easter joy that death could not imprison, 

Nor any power destroy, our Christ who is arisen. 

No work for him is vain, no faith in him mistaken, 

For Easter makes it plain his kingdom is not shaken. 

Then put your trust in Christ, in waking or in sleeping: 

His grace on earth sufficed; he’ll never quit his keeping. 

Let us pray 

Great and loving God, 

Just now we may be in our separate homes, but as we sing 

and pray the same prayer, we are one in our worship. 

On this resurrection day, we praise you for the mystery and 

the wonder of the resurrection of Jesus, for the beauty of 

the resurrection stories and for the way they speak to us in 

our time and in our circumstances. 

Though we are locked down, like the friends of Jesus in the 

upper room, come to us with your words of peace and the 

assurance that as Jesus is alive for ever, we too can be alive 

with Him. 
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We praise and thank you for all the joys and blessings of 

this life (pause and add details) 

And for the inner life of the spirit, the hope of life eternal 

and the assurance that nothing, in life or death, can 

separate us from you love. 

Now we pray that our worship today may not only honour 

You, but also renew life within us by your Spirit. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord, Amen. 

The Resurrection, continued 

In Acts 1 v.3 Luke records “After his suffering, he showed 

himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that 

he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty 

days and spoke about the kingdom of God.”  

This ends the time period of Jesus’ resurrection; they will 

not see him like this again and nor will we.  

But now let’s sing “Early on Sunday” BPW 249 (same tune 

as Morning has broken), which takes us from Easter Day to 

this morning! 

Early on Sunday, Mary comes running. 

Says to the gardener, “Where is my Lord?” 

Mary, Stop crying: this is no gardener. 

Look at your master, to life restored. 

Later on Sunday, two, slowly walking, 

Tell their companion, “Jesus is dead.” 

Sitting at super, warmed by his presence 

They know their master as he breaks bread 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tipsbcfuB4
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Sunday by Sunday, as the first Easter, 

Jesus comes to us, makes himself known. 

Joy of your people, life, resurrection, 

Jesus, our master, we are your own. 

 

The Resurrection of the Disciples 

The resurrection did not change the disciples; they are still 

hiding away in the upper room. 

But on the Day of Pentecost they are swept from their 

security by the Spirit – they burst into new life by the power 

of the Spirit – to continue “all that Jesus began to do and 

teach” (Acts 1v.1) 

Preaching fearlessly, healing, signs and wonders, fellowship 

and prayer, refusing to be silenced, even imprisoned – the 

resurrection has happened within them. 

“The most telling proof of the resurrection is what happened 

to the disciples; can people see that we are people of the 

resurrection?” 

 

The Resurrection of the Church 

We may well sing “Breathe on me, breath of God” or “Come 

down, O love divine, seek Thou this soul of mine”, but the 

gift of the Spirit is never a private thing, it is a gift to the 

community of faith, the continuing resurrection is the 

resurrection of the Church. 

Acts 2 vs 44 “All the believers were together and had 

everything in common.”  
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All believers receive the Spirit of God and it’s the Spirit who 

holds us all together in fellowship. 

“Charismatic” individuals may be a blessing to the Church 

but the greater blessing is the binding together of believers 

in fellowship and service. 

 

The Resurrection of Saul 

Reading: 1 Corinthians ch. 15 vs.3-8  (NIV p.1155) 

Paul’s list of the resurrection appearances is the earliest 

written record, before the Gospels as we have them. It does 

not mention the women, or Emmaus, Thomas or Galilee, 

but includes “500 brothers at once”, strangely not 

mentioned elsewhere. In v. 8 Paul claims “last of all he 

appeared to me also”.  

Presumably this was on the road to Damascus (Acts ch.9). 

Obviously not in the “40 days”, probably not until two or 

three years after the Ascension. In the third account of the 

incident, (Acts 26 v.19) Paul himself calls it a vision. 

Of course, there was a “resurrection” on the Damascus 

road; it was the resurrection of Saul, the persecutor, who 

now is raised to be Paul the Apostle. 

Instead of claiming a unique resurrection experience for 

Paul, is it not more important to regard anyone’s encounter 

or experience of Jesus as a resurrection experience? 

This is especially true when we read next what Paul wrote 

Reading: Romans chapter 6 verses 3-7 (NIV p. 1133) 
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The Resurrection of Baptism 

Baptism is not just a picture of washing sins away; every 

time a person is baptised there is a resurrection. 

The believer is “buried” in the water and then “rises” to 

newness of life.  

As a little-used baptismal hymn describes it (BPW 414) 

“Here redemption’s wondrous story 

we set forth in mystic rite: 

see Him die, the grave receive Him, 

see Him rise, by God’s great might.” 

“Here within the pool we meet Him; 

here with Him we buried lie; 

here we plead his matchless merit; 

here with Him to sin we die.” 

Every time we witness a baptism, we witness the 

resurrection of a believer, Hallelujah! 

 

The Resurrection of Sunday Worship 

The Christian movement established the first day of the 

week as their time for worship and communion, 

remembering the death of Jesus and celebrating his 

resurrection. 

As our first hymn said “Sunday by Sunday, Jesus comes to 

us.” As we all experience, Sunday worship is essential for 

our renewal in faith and life. 
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“What I need is a resurrection!” said an elderly lady not 

used to coming to Church; and I thought, “Perhaps by 

coming, you have begun to experience one.” 

When this virus thing is over and we can meet properly for 

worship, it will be a true Easter Day, a Resurrection for us 

all. Hallelujah! 

 

The Resurrection continues….. 

Philip baptises the Ethiopian, Peter the Roman Cornelius, 

Paul “turns to the Gentiles” – the resurrected Church is 

open to all who believe. 

Thankfully, the Church is frequently resurrected—e.g. 

By the Celtic Church’s spirituality when the Roman church 

became a powerful institution. 

Supremely by the Reformation, sparked by Luther, enabled 

by Tyndale’s  translation of the Bible. 

By the Methodist revival with John and Charles Wesley. 

In overseas missions pioneered by William Carey. 

By Victorian evangelists like Moody and Sankey, Wm. Booth 

And in the 20th Century, in spite of wars initiated in 

“Christian” Europe. 

The Ecumenical movement, Billy Graham crusades, 

Christian Aid, Charismatic renewal, the Alpha Course may 

be seen as the Spirit bringing new life to the Church. 
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The Resurrection of “our” Church…… 

We may give thanks for the new life given to our Church by 

the joining of three churches in 1976. 

But now we are in different times. 

“What we need is a resurrection!” 

Just now it’s hard to forsee how this coronavirus lock-down 

will leave us after it’s all over. It may change our ideas of 

what the church must become in the unpredictable future. 

Fred. Pratt Green, who wrote the words of our first hymn 

today, also wrote this verse at the start of another hymn 

(BPW 613) 

“The Church of Christ in every age 

Beset by change, but Spirit-led, 

Must claim and test its heritage 

And keep on rising from the dead.” 

Like the disciples in the upper room, we are currently in 

lock-down, waiting and praying. But we know that God’s 

Spirit can move among us, to bring us through, not only 

this anxious time, but to yet another resurrection. 

 

A Time for Prayer 

Please pray in your own way, with words or in silent thought 

For the world’s struggle with the virus; all who lead nations; 

all who risk themselves in caring for others; researchers and 

scientists seeking solutions; administrators trying to cope. 

For families in difficulty. For loved ones and friends. 
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Pray for Christian communities in this country and for our 

own Church, upholding our fellow-members, but also 

looking to the future with trust and hope. 

Conclude with the Lord’s Prayer knowing that at about the 

same time, others will also be saying it. 

Let us celebrate the continuing resurrection with this hymn 

(Mission Praise 295)   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qF6aBDS3drA 

 

I serve a risen Saviour, He’s in the world today; 

I know that He is living, whatever people say. 

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer; 

And just the time I need Him, He’s always near. 

He lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me along, life’s narrow way 

He lives! He lives! Salvation to impart! 

You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart. 

In all the world around me I see His loving care, 

And though my heart grows weary I never will despair; 

I know that He is leading, through all the stormy blast, 

The day of His appearing will come at last. 

Chorus 

Rejoice! Rejoice! O Christian, lift up your voice and sing 

Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King! 

The hope of all who seek Him, the help of all who find, 

None other is so loving, so good and kind. 

Chorus 

We say the Grace together.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qF6aBDS3drA

