
Welcome 
Praise the Lord! A Sunday service at 
home perhaps may remotely resemble the 
ones in countries where the churches 
have to go underground, fearing 
persecution, which to this day is a reality 
since its birth over 20 centuries ago. 

Let us think of our brothers and sisters 
facing persecution. The liberty and 
opportunities we have always taken-for 
granted was not always the case in the 
lifetime of the church.  

Let us find about how it all began with the 
church and its survival over the centuries. 

Hymn 1 
The Church’s one foundation 
  Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation 
  By water and the Word: 
From heav’n He came and sought her 
  To be His holy Bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 
  And for her life He died. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07cdt1x 
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Prayer 
Loving Father, What a privilege it is to know 
that you have given us access into your 
family, the privilege to be related to you as 
your Children through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and saviour. Amen 

Prelude 
The disciples were slowly recovering from 
the double shock of their lives. First, their own 
dear Teacher was arrested and put to a 
violent death. With nothing better to hope for 
they went under cover; frightened, helpless, 
insignificant and disappointed not realising it 
was the watershed moment of their lives. And 
next, the unexpected happens. The One put 
to death rose from the dead! Sorrow turned 
into to ecstatic joy, fear into great courage, 
disappointment to boundless hope! What is 
this supposed to be?    

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 1 (Luke 24:40-49) 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and 
feet. And while they still did not believe it because 
of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have 
anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their 
presence.  

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was 
still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their 
minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He 
told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will 
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am 
going to send you what my Father has promised; but 
stay in the city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.” 



Hymn 2 
What a friend we have in Jesus 
All our sins and griefs to bear 
And what a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p087w8q8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 
Loving Lord, 

We might give you a portion of our money, time, 
talents and affections. But You gave us Your life for 
our lives to be like Yours. Only one life to offer, 
take it, dear Lord, we pray. 

 

 

 

 Reading 2 (Acts1:3-8) 
After his suffering, he presented himself to them and 
gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He 
appeared to them over a period of forty days and 
spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, 
while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 
gift my Father promised, which you have heard me 
speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a 
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  

Then they gathered around him and asked him, 
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you 
to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 
own authority. But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

 

 



 

 

Address 
After his resurrection Jesus had to finish the remaining tasks to complete his mission on earth. Two things 
were needed before He would send His disciples away to be His witnesses from their homeland to the wider 
world. Firstly, to open their minds to understand the scripture! (Reading 1) Secondly, he would baptize 
them with the Holy Spirit. (Reading 2) 

For the next forty days after his resurrection Jesus would appear to a few or to as many as 500 at a time (1 
Cor 15:5,6). The disciples were troubled to realize they would not have Jesus for long. Questions would 
surface. No, it was not the time when Jesus will restore the kingdom to Israel. God’s salvation plan for 
mankind to include the whole world was not quite perceived, apparently. 

They were to become effective witnesses to the life and mission of Jesus to offer mankind God’s forgiveness 
of sins to anyone who would repent and accept the Lord’s salvation through Christ. The disciples never knew 
what it takes to become instruments for transforming the world. A calling planned before the creation of the 
world is getting materialized (Eph1:4). But they were to wait in Jerusalem until they received power (most of 
them were from Galilee, which is about a 100 miles away from Jerusalem). The church was thus born.  

Twenty centuries later looking back we know how the church grew from its infancy. With the strength mostly 
from unschooled men, it soon gained strength in numbers from Jewish origin. Persecution became ironically 
the fuel for the spread of the gospel. The church thrived in the face of violence. The disciples drew their 
strength from the Lord. Upon the cross, Jesus took the violence, hatred, rejection and evil in its darkest form, 
even unto death beyond which evil has no strength. “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory?” (1 Cor 15:55). This was the motto of the church. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. (Rom 12:21). 

A couple of centuries later church became the official religion of the Roman empire, the one which was 
instrumental in Jesus’ death and the early Christian persecution itself. A life of constant wars was soon to end. 
People when left to live peaceably went to be creative. Schools and universities, charities and hospitals, 
literature and poetry, science and technology, human rights and welfare systems etc. to name a few. Much of 
the developed world’s progress has much to do with the teachings of Christ. Christian missionaries were 
instrumental in abolishing slavery, human sacrifice and infanticide. The church thus was instrumental in 
shaping much of the modern world. 

The world now is affected by the pandemic like never before. Church isn’t meant to be a building, rather the 
fellowship of radical followers of Christ. Hence, even in the face of this crisis where church buildings are 
closed, the church can still serve to bring hope and love to the suffering world. The Holy Spirit has caused 
great awakenings across the centuries when the church was persecuted or suppressed. The Lord is still 
building His church. We need to receive two things as the disciples to start with: understanding of the 
scriptures and the empowering of the Holy Spirit. 

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we 
must be saved. (Acts 4:12) 

A Testimony from China  
The video link here is one among the series named Dangerous Faith produced by Open Doors: 

https://vimeo.com/217506577/01b9aaa7f0 

 



Hymn 3 
Brother Sister let me serve you 

Let me be as Christ to you 
Pray that I may have the grace to  

Let you be my servant too. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03zcgzs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Grace 
 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

And the love of God 

And the sweet fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Be with us all, and evermore. 

Amen 


