
 
 
Welcome to Loughborough Baptist Church Morning Worship. August 16th  
 
Lockdown continues and for many of us looks to remain for some considerable time 
to come. Listen then to what the Apostle James has to say:-"Now listen, you who 
say, today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there carry on 
business and make money.............why you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow.............If it is the Lords will we will do this or that.......James4; 13-17 
selected  
 
PRAYER 
Lord as we come now to worship you, we are full of praise that you have given to us 
yet another day in which we may serve you and praise you; another day to declare 
the glories of the salvation and redemption you brought about for us , in and 
through Jesus. It is another day to marvel at the love and grace you continue to 
shower upon us, who sadly still sin in word thought and deed 
How can we ever praise you for the mercy you show to us, unless the Holy Spirit 
utters words on our behalf 
So we come humbly before you to offer our simplistic prayers and praise to you 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the mighty name of Jesus and in the Spirits power. 
Blessed be your Name.    Amen 
 
 
Let us sing together : The King is among us.   BWP20 
 
The King is among us 
His Spirit is here 
Let's draw near and worship  
Let songs fill the air                   
 
He looks down upon us  
Delight in His face 
Enjoying His children's love 
Enthralled by our praise  
 
For each child is special.               
Accepted and loved 
A love gift from Jesus 
To his Father above.                    
 
And now He is giving 
His gifts to us all 
For no one is worthless  
And each one is called 



 
The Spirits anointing 
On all flesh comes down 
And we shall be channels  
For works like his own.                  
 
We come now believing  
Your promise of power 
For we are your people 
And this is your hour.             G Kendrick 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
It is not easy, Lord, to offer our thanksgiving prayers when we are not physically 
offering you anything...... 
But we want you to know the joy we feel when we offer you our monies, our talents 
and gifts into your service. Lord will you take what we offer with our thanksgiving 
for all you blessings to us. Amen 
 
READING 
Please find and read Galatians 5 :1-15 
 
PRAYER 
Lord , as we come to look at your word, help us to take from it all that you would 
teach us at this time, and then show us how best we might use what you teach us to 
further your kingdom here on earth 
 
SERMON.   FREEDOM IN CHRIST 
 
A man found himself in a desert, with no water , no transport, and no means of 
shelter. He was desperate! 
Then , he saw a man with a small camel train heading in his direction. As the train 
drew nearer the camel train man shouted......Do want to buy a tie I've lots of colours 
and variety and cheap too. The wanderer was appalled and refused in no uncertain 
terms that he did not need a tie. He continued his wanderings when suddenly 
before him he saw a building displaying clearly a sign that said Hope Hotel. At last 
water , food and maybe a way home! He staggeringly approached the front door, 
only to be stopped by a burly doorman who said "where do you think you're going? 
Inside the wanderer said.   Not without a tie you're not!!! 
 
A tie, a mark of respect and acceptance for entry into this hotel and many other 
places too and the only way to get entry 
For the Jew of the New Testament the mark of acceptance into Jewish society, 
family synagogue temple and faith was that a man was circumcised  



Genesis 17 says Then God said to Abraham, as for you and your descendants you 
must keep my commandments for the generations to come. This is my covenant 
with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep. Every male 
among you shall be circumcised. You are to undergo and it will be the sign of the 
covenant between me and you. For the generations to come every male who eight 
days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household, or bought 
with money from a foreigner, those who are not your offspring. Any uncircumcised 
male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh will be cut off from his people He 
has broken the covenant  
 
Without circumcision Amanda was forbidden entry into any Jewish gathering, be it a 
faith group , a social group and in many cases even a work group. Circumcision was 
essential which was the reason Jesus at Eight days was also circumcised to give him 
full Jewish rites for his ministry 
 
Here in Galatians Paul is dealing with this very real problem that was divisive 
especially among those Jews who had been converted Then added to this there are 
those who come to faith from the pagan community  
And many within the church were saying to be accepted surely males had to be 
circumcised as well as baptised 
 
Paul says, I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is required 
to obey the whole law, it was given to enable Gods people to become obedient to 
Him , to demonstrate how to worship Him and to show that there is only one God. 
Had it worked? No! Had kings , prophets, preachers and judges kept the Jews 
centred on God? No! 
 
Finally God himself has to come in Jesus , the second part of the Trinity, in order to 
win back his rebellious people to be the once for all sacrifice for all humankind, then 
now and always. Which is why Paul writes Mark my words if you let yourself be 
circumcised Christ will be of no value to you" 
What Paul is saying is that if you enter into Jewish ideology and practice, you are 
denying the fullness of Christs act of salvation, as being a small part of the full 
redemptive package , that package where Christ dies , is buried , is resurrected, lives 
ascended and reigns with the Father in glory. IT IS FOR FREEDOM THAT CHRIST HS 
SET YOU FREE 
 
That freedom is given so that we are no longer obliged to follow acts of fasting , 
prayer vigils, offerings of sacrifice, pilgrimage, the only thing says Paul that counts is 
faith and belief expressing itself in and through love. Clearly demonstrated to us 
men on Father’s Day by our Sundiclub with the gift of biscuits they gave to us. 
 
It seems to me that the Galatians were being side tracked from the Gospel and its 
practice by those who wanted to close down the proclamation of Jesus and focus on 



politics and legal issues. Paul says You were running a good race, who cut in on you 
and kept you from obeying the truth" 
 
I would dare to suggest that there is real danger in our lockdown that we too can be 
distracted from the purpose of our freedom in Christ; that while we are restricted in 
worship , in Bible study, in prayer times we may choose other ways of expressing 
our faith, good as they may be , but our freedom in Christ is so that we may tell of 
Him. Again Paul speaks "You my brothers were called to be free, but do not use your 
freedom to indulge the sinful nature, rather to serve one another in love. The entire 
law is summed up in a single command "love your neighbour as yourself 
Religious slavery such as that imposed by circumcision, could well hinder our 
freedom to act towards another who is in need. Christianity and the freedom we 
have in Christ knows no bounds Can I show love to a Hindu? A Muslim? A displaced 
person? An atheist? Yes of course I can because in so doing I display the freedom I 
have in Christ.  
The story of the tie with which we began illustrated how it was required for entry, 
just as circumcision was required for entry into Judaism, but Baptism into Christ is 
not for entry into His kingdom alone but that in the freedom we are given we may 
act in love for and towards others so that they may see Jesus and come to salvation 
in Him for themselves. 
Am I living in that freedom to His glory? 
 
 
Let us Sing; Breathe on me breath of God.   282BPW.     Tune, Trentham 
 
Breathe on me breath of God 
Fill me with like anew 
That I may love what thou dost love 
And do what thou wouldst do. 
 
Breathe on me breath of God 
Until my heart is pure 
Until with theeI will one will 
To do or to endure 
                       
Breathe on me breath of God   
Till I am wholly thine 
Until this earthly part of me  
Glows with thy fire divine 
                                  
Breathe on me breath of God 
So shall I never die.   
But live with thee the perfect life 
Of thine eternity.                 

Edwin Hatch 



PRAYER 
Lord as we look at the freedom we have in Christ our eyes are turned to the world 
where we see captivity all around us. Those who are captive to regimes like Syria 
and Yemen which in turn breeds poverty and destitution  
Those who are captive to circumstances like Beirut finding themselves homeless, 
injured or terrified of political action or inaction  
Those who are captive to disease and malnutrition as in Somalia and Eretria 
Those who are captive to covid19 throughout the world  
Father as we are reminded of the chorus "Christ is the answer to my every need" we 
pray this same prayer for all, come Lord Jesus and answer the needs of all your 
people everywhere.   Amen 
 
Let us sing. For this purpose.   BPW372 
 
For this purpose Christ was revealed  
To destroy all the works of the evil one 
Christ in us has overcome  
So with gladness we sing  
And welcome his kingdom in 
 
Over sin he has conquered  
Alleluia he has conquered  
Over death victorious 
Alleluia victorious  
Over sickness he has triumphed  
Alleluia he has triumphed  
Jesus reigns over all 
 
BLESSING 
Come Lord Jesus and rescue your kingdom we pray and give strength to your Church 
to endure until the work is complete.  Amen 
 


