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Reflections at the start of Christian Aid Week – On Sunday 10 May 2020 

Today is the Sunday at the start of Christian Aid Week.  Whilst Covid-19 continues to greatly impact 

on our lives it is still important to think globally.  Coronavirus has hit so many countries and it is 

always the poorest of the poor who are impacted most.  Covid-19 has no boundaries: Christian Aid 

knows the importance of their continuing work in some of the world's poorest countries, those with 

the weakest health systems and most vulnerable people.  These being people who are severely 

exposed to this deadly virus and its economic impact. 

Anne and Martyn Speight from Loughborough felt privileged last September when they went to see 

some of the work Christian Aid does in Zambia.  They visited 4 different projects and some of their 

experiences form part of this reflection. 

As you prepare for this worship spend a little time reflecting on how you think our global neighbours 

are able to self-isolate.  How might they be able to reach a hospital and how many ventilators does a 

country like Zambia have? 

 

 

Opening prayer 

God of all the Earth, 

be present with us now, 

in each of our homes, 

as we connect together. 

Build us into a spiritual house, 

a holy priesthood, 

offering spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to you 

through Jesus Christ, 

our risen redeemer and healer.    Amen. 

 

Hymn – When I needed a Neighbour                                                          Sydney Carter (1915 – 2004) 

On YouTube a solo version is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqM3MWzkSGo 

1. When I needed a neighbour, 

Were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 

And the name won't matter, 

Were you there? 

2. I was hungry and thirsty, 

Were you there, were you there? 

I was hungry and thirsty, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 

And the name won't matter, 

Were you there? 

3. I was cold, I was naked, 

Were you there, were you there? 

I was cold, I was naked, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 

And the name won't matter, 

Were you there? 

4. When I needed a shelter 

Were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a shelter were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 

And the name won't matter, 

Were you there? 

5. When I needed a healer, 

Were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a healer, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 

And the name won't matter, 

Were you there? 

6. Wherever you travel, 

I'll be there, I'll be there. 

Wherever you travel, I'll be there. 

And the creed and the colour 

And the name won't matter, 

I'll be there. 
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Reading – Matthew 25: 31-46 (from the Poverty and Justice Bible) 

31
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all his angels, he will sit on his royal throne. 

32
The 

people of all nations will be brought before him, and he will separate them, as shepherds separate 

their sheep from their goats. 

33
He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  

34
“Then the King will say to those on his 

right, “My father has blessed you! Come and receive the kingdom that was prepared for you before 

the world was created. 
35

When I was hungry, you gave me something to eat, and when I was thirsty, 

you gave me something to drink.  When I was a stranger and you welcomed me, and 
36

when I was 

naked, you gave me clothes to wear.  When I was sick you took care of me, and when I was in jail 

you visited me.” 

37
“Then the ones who please the Lord will ask, “When did we give you something to eat or drink? 

38
When did we welcome you as a stranger or give you clothes to wear 

39
or visit you whilst you were 

sick or in jail?” 

40
“The King will answer, “Whenever you did it for any of my people, no matter how unimportant 

they seemed, you did it for me.” 

41
“Then he will say to those on his left, “Get away from me! You are under God’s curse.  Go into the 

everlasting fire prepared for the devil and all of his angels. 
42

I was hungry, but you did not give me 

anything to eat, and I was thirsty, but you did not give me anything to drink. 
43

I was a stranger but 

you did not welcome me, and I was naked, but you did not give me any clothes to wear.  I was sick 

and in jail but you did not take care of me. 

44
Then the people will ask, “Lord when did we fail to help you when you were hungry or thirsty or a 

stranger or naked or sick or in jail?”  
45

The King will say to them “Whenever you failed to help any of 

my people, no matter how unimportant they seemed, you failed to do it for me.”  
46

Then Jesus said 

“Those people will be punished for ever.  But the ones that have pleased me will have eternal life.” 

 

Prayer 

Approach this prayer by thinking about the significance of hand washing in the Bible.  Whilst saying 

the prayer you may care to wash your hands, either by moving to a sink or by having a bowl of water.  

(The prayer can be said in 20 seconds, but it may take longer!). 

As we wet our hands, we turn our hearts towards you, O God. 

Renew our thoughts, so we might be transformed. 

As we lather soap between fingers and over all our hands, 

purge from us all that brings us harm and might harm others. 

As we rinse our hands, we trust in your overflowing grace, 

making all things new. 

                                                        Amen. 

 

Quietly say the Lord’s Prayer 
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Reflections from seeing the work of Christian Aid in Zambia (by Anne and Martyn) 

Last September we visited 4 different projects in 

Zambia which are supported by Christian Aid.  

Locally the work is coordinated through JCP (the 

Joint Churches Partnership) with input from 

Norwegian Aid, Dan (Danish) Aid and Christian 

Aid.  Whilst JCP were responsible for the 

countrywide strategy the projects themselves were delivered by local partners who successfully 

applied for finance.  One of these was ‘Future – Preneur’ who were working with silica miners in the 

Zambian Copper Belt to the north of the country near Mufulira. 

Firstly this was not ‘mining’ as we know it.  

Here the ‘miners’ were digging silica in shallow 

pits and selling it for use in copper processing.  

Although copper extraction in Zambia is well 

established this silica mining had only been 

functioning for a few years and the miners 

faced many challenges.  Future – Preneur was 

originally established to help youngsters in the 

area but when their 30 year old charismatic 

director Martinz Bwalya Kampamba learnt 

about the issues the miners had he felt drawn 

to give them support.  Martinz himself was self-taught but a real peoples champion and someone 

who had bucket loads of compassion and well developed advocacy skills.  

Some 489 miners, usually in pairs, worked 

across 2 adjoining sites.  Each responsible for 

excavating an area about the size of a typical 

English garden.  With very basic tools (we 

realised that we had much better ones in our 

shed back home) they excavate the silica, sieve 

what they have dug and carry it (on their 

heads) to a place where trucks can come and 

pick it up.  We had a go at doing the work 

ourselves.  It was tough and we only did it for a 

few minutes when the miners work 6 days a 

week from around 6am to 6pm (their daylight 

hours) in bright sunshine! 

What the Christian Aid sponsored project has done is:- 

• Get legal papers giving the miners the right to be on the land they work (in Zambia much 

land has nominal ‘tribal’ ownership and those occupying the land, all too often find that 

large cooperations get them ‘moved on’!); 

• Secure a mining licence, giving them the right to mine; 

• Set up a cooperative so that the miners work as one rather than individually.  This sets a 

framework and involves all in decision making; 

• Get better prices from the ‘middle men’ who have the lorries to ship the silica; 

• Provide the miners with safety equipment in the form of face masks (to prevent them 

breathing in the dust) and gloves (to protect their hands from the sharp rocks); 
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• To improve welfare by building shower facilities; 

• Start to develop ways where the miners can get more value out of their silica (through being 

able to crush some of the rocks they currently discard); 

• Identify that amongst the silica can be found valuable emeralds (whose worth was not 

previously identified). 

 
Pictures (from left) path across the site used by the miners, the gloves and face masks that they are now using and looking 

at an individual’s pile of silica which they have excavated by hand and carried to somewhere haulage lorries can access. 

What the Christian Aid project has facilitated are all small steps but together they make a great 

difference.  All the miners we saw wanted to tell us about how their lives have been changed by the 

Christian Aid funded project and what it meant to them to have advocates who support them.  

Whilst we would find it hard to tolerate their working conditions, the outreach of love through the 

work of Christian Aid is clearly touching peoples lives. 

The office used by Future – Preneur, where we 

started our visit, was a small space they had acquired 

at the back of a welding yard.  Martinz had covered 

the office walls with very pertinent posters.  One 

that remains with us, was a Nelson Mandela quote.  

Through small supported steps the miners were 

working themselves out of poverty and getting a 

safer working environment.  

Another poster (below) was a quote from Desmond 

Tutu.  This brings a biblical context to the issues all of 

the people visited in Zambia face.  This being a 

country whose national income is so low that whilst they produce enough electricity for the needs of 

all Zambians they elect to sell 25% of it abroad.  This clearly produces much needed income but 

those who cannot afford their own generators have to endure daily power cuts! 
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Today, with Covid-19 very much in our thoughts, we 

wonder how these miners, and all the other people we 

met, are coping.  We saw whole families living in single 

room dwellings and doing many household tasks 

outside.  Neighbouring properties are near as they live 

in small village communities.  If people are lucky each 

village will have a shared water pump.  So, when it 

comes to washing, they all draw water from the same 

pump (with metal handles) and carry it in plastic 

containers to their homes.  Although we can find ‘social 

distancing’ and regular handwashing hard we live in an environment where this is possible and 

where we have the back-up of our NHS.  Just pause and think about the stark differences in lifestyle. 

Our trip to Zambia 

encouraged us about the work 

Christian Aid does to change 

lives through their partners.  

However it is sad that because 

of coronavirus we now fear for 

the people we met.  They will 

need even greater support 

from the likes of Christian Aid.  

We therefore urge you to pray 

for them, and the wider work 

of Christian Aid, and to do 

whatever you can this week to 

support Christian Aid. 

 

Prayer 

Reflecting on the people in the pictures 

On this Christian Aid Week Sunday, 

we pray for and with communities 

across the world who are 

most vulnerable to coronavirus. 

We pray for people living in refugee camps 

and city slums, 

with limited sanitation facilities, 

who are unable to wash their hands regularly, 

and have little opportunity to isolate from others. 

We pray for Christian Aid partners 

working to provide soap and buckets, 

communicating clear, accurate information, 

raising the voices of the most vulnerable 

and ensuring they are kept as safe as possible. 

                                                                           Amen 
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Giving 

As we are not able to collectively gather there is no ‘collection’ to bless.  But each of us can give in 

our own ways to our church and to support the work of organisations such as Christian Aid.  Please 

spend a few moments reflecting on all that is being given and ask:- 

Gracious God, use all the money that is given for the building up of your church and work in 

the wider world, for your glory.  

Amen. 

 

Hymn – Let All The World In Every Corner Sing                                        George Herbert (1593-1633). 

On YouTube a choral version is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwUGpRG1rSI 

Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing, 

"My God and King!" 

The heav'ns are not too high, 

God's praise may thither fly; 

the earth is not too low, 

God's praises there may grow. 

Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing, 

"My God and King!" 

Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing, 

"My God and King!" 

The church with psalms must shout: 

no door can keep them out. 

But, more than all, the heart 

must bear the longest part. 

Let all the world in ev'ery corner sing, 

"My God and King!" 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Blessing 

May the presence of the Creator refresh us, 

may the comfort of the Son renew us, 

may the inspiration of the Spirit restore us 

to be love in action, even from a distance, 

in our neighbourhoods, near and far, 

this day and for evermore. 

                                                                   Amen. 

Quietly say the Grace. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Christian Week is happening differently this year but prayers and monetary gifts remain important. 

What is on offer locally is:- 

- Just Giving pages specifically for Loughborough donations, see either 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Lough-C-Aid or the Sunday Club page. 

- An opportunity for all (including those who usually walk, sponsor or marshal) to follow 

the route of the sponsored walk and, from the comfort of our own homes, to answer quiz 

questions about places along the way. Available at - www.lbcweb.org.uk/caweek.htm 

- Joining a Zoom video conference (on the afternoon of Monday 11
th

 or the evening of 

Tuesday 12
th

) when Anne and Martyn will talk about the projects they visited in Zambia 

and will answer questions.  

To sign up for a Zoom session (and get the log-in details) phone Anne or Martyn on 01509 213137 or 

email martyn.speight@ntlworld.com.  

Also make contact if you would like to make a bank transfer or cheque donation. 


