
Sunday Morning 26th July 2020 

 

In a word, there are three things that last for ever: faith, hope and love; but 

the greatest of them all is love. 

The organ will be playing as people take their seats in the forecourt 

 

Song:  

As we are gathered, Jesus is here 

One with each other, Jesus is here 

Joined by the spirit, washed in the blood, 

Part of the body, the church of God.  

As we are gathered, Jesus is here; 

One with each other, Jesus is here. 

 

Prayer 

Loving God, We thank you for your presence with us during the past weeks and 

your promise to travel with us into the future. May we feel you close as we 

now gather together to worship, fill us with joy in your presence. Amen 

 

HOPE 

The story of  Noah and the rainbow 

In the story of Noah , it could be quite easy to focus on the first half of the 

story where God sends a flood to destroy the earth. It can often be easy to 

focus on the negative things around us and in our own lives as well, such as 

COVID, racism and our own personal struggles. However, when we do this we 

miss out on recognising God’s nature and we lose perspective on how good He  

is. In Genesis chapter 6,  God says that He will destroy the earth and then goes 

on to say ‘But I will establish my covenant with you.’ This is the part that is 

worth focusing on as it reveals God’s goodness and that He is a God of hope 

who will not give up on us. Although we mess up and bad things happen in the 

world, we must remember that God is still good and His promises are still true.  



He didn’t give up after the flood but made promises and a new beginning  to 

Noah and the Earth. God sent a rainbow as a symbol to Noah, and to us, that 

He will keep His promises. There are many promises in the Bible that God has 

made to us. Some examples include: that he will never leave us (Deuteronomy 

chap 31 v8), that He will be our comfort (Psalm 23 v 4) and that he will give us 

strength(Isaiah chap 40 v31). What promises has God made that we need to be 

reminded of for our own lives today? 

 

Song 

O Lord all the world belongs to you, 

And you are always making all things new; 

What is wrong you forgive 

And the new life you give 

Is what’s turning this world upside down. 

 

FAITH 

Rain – stamping of feet 

Wind rocking the boat – people swaying 

Disciples frightened – people trembling 

Bailing out of water – miming this from the front 

Jesus snoring – men to do this 

Angry faces – people to do this 

 (these are the actions to go with the story below) 

 

Jesus was very tired -He had spent a long day teaching people about God and 

telling them stories that would help them understand what he was saying. He 

was a great story teller and people would come from miles around to hear his 

stories. But he was tired and at the end of the day as he they came to the sea  

shore He said to his disciples, ‘Let us go over to the other side of the lake.’ This 

was to get away from the crowds of people and the other side of the lake was 

quieter and more peaceful. The disciples were pleased about this as they were 

very tired also. It would be a lovely evening for a sail on the lake. 



So they all got into the boat and set out from the shore. It was a lovely evening 

and the lake was calm and still. The disciples felt sorry for Jesus  who was so 

very tired and they made a bed for him at the back of the boat. Jesus put his 

head down on the pillow and was soon fast asleep. The disciples could hear 

him snoring. 

In a little while the disciples started to look at the sky; it was beginning to get 

dark and they knew that the dark clouds that were  crossing the sky meant that 

a storm was coming. As fishermen they knew what a storm was like on the sea 

and they started to get a little afraid. They hoped that a storm was not coming, 

but they were wrong. The wind started to blow and then the rain started as 

well. And it did rain (stamping of feet) and the boat began to rock (people 

sway). Then the disciples began to get really frightened and started to tremble 

(people tremble). They carried on bailing out the water as they were afraid the 

boat would sink. (Any children to mime bailing out the boat) 

But where was Jesus? He was still fast asleep, the storm hadn’t worried him at 

all – he was peacefully snoring (men to snore) 

The rain came down even faster (stamp feet), the boat rocked (people sway) 

and the disciples trembled even more. (people tremble). They carried on 

bailing out the water from the boat (children carry on bailing out) but during all 

this Jesus continued to sleep and to snore (people to snore). 

Then the sky got even darker and the rain came down in torrents (people 

stamp feet even harder) and the disciples by then were more frightened, they 

were terrified and they carried on trying to bail the water out that was filling 

up the boat. (children continue to bail out). It looked as if the boat was about 

to sink. The disciples trembled even more (people to tremble).But what was 

Jesus doing? Yes, he was asleep in the boat, snoring his head off.(Men to 

snore). By now not only were the disciples terrified, they were angry 

too.(people to make angry face) and they went to Jesus and tried to shake him 

awake. Jesus was their master and they know he cared for them so why wasn’t 

he aware of what was going on  and trying to help them. Jesus opened his eyes 

and looked at what was going on -He saw how terrified the disciples were and 

looking around Him he could see why. The disciples shouted at him over the 

noise of the storm, ‘Master, Master, we are going to drown, don’t you care?’ 

Jesus stood up in the boat and looking at the sea and hearing the wind He said, 

‘Quiet, be still.’ Immediately, the wind died down and the sea became calm. 

The disciples had never seen anything like it before and they were experienced 

seamen. Then Jesus turned to his disciples and said, ‘Why are you afraid? 

Where is your faith?’  



The account we’ve had presented to us will, I’m sure remind many of us of 

experiences on the water. I am sure that I’ve shared our experience of the 

storm on Lake Garda and all the boats being brought in. Another incident I 

remember was running out of petrol on a boat in the middle of  Windermere. 

We were with Mark and Richard.  Richard was wearing a life jacket and the 

thing that sticks most in my mind is Richard standing up in the boat, inflating 

his life jacket  and blowing hard on the whistle. I can’t remember how we 

solved the problem but, suffice it to say, we got the petrol and got back to the 

landing stage safely. 

And we have just been presented with another account of a storm. Jesus and 

his disciples are crossing the Sea of Galilee when the most enormous storm 

arises. This is no small storm – the words used are seismos, the word for 

earthquake and the word kaluptesthai  tells us that the waves were so high 

that the boat was hidden in the trough as the crest of the waves towered 

above them. In this case it is not surprising that the disciples, experienced 

fisherman that they were, were afraid and amazed that Jesus was still asleep. 

The disciples wake Jesus up with the words ‘Master, we are sinking! Do you 

not care?’  ‘Hush! be still!’ says Jesus, the wind drops and there is a dead calm. 

To the disciples he says, ‘Why are you such cowards? Have you no faith even 

now?’ 

Amazement hardly covers the reaction of the disciples. Mark’s Gospel says that 

they were awestruck. ‘Who is this?’ they ask,  ‘Even the wind and the sea obey 

him?’ 

 

This story is preserved in all three gospels and we can imagine it being told 

again and again. But why – how many people would be stuck in a storm? -the 

people of Palestine were no lovers of the sea and so it is unlikely that the 

majority of them would find the story one which applied to a greater part of 

their lives. 

The meaning of the story is far greater than the stilling of a storm on the Sea of 

Galilee. The true and universal meaning of the story is that wherever Jesus is 

the storms of life become a calm.  

And many of us will feel that in the last months that belief has been tested 

almost to its limits.  

 



One Sunday morning 19 weeks ago a few of us stood in the church porch -

there was no time for a meeting- we  decided that we had to stop meeting  

together because of the virus that was affecting not only this country but large 

parts of the world. And so, on that Sunday morning we closed up, and this is 

the first time that worship has been held on the premises since. 

What storms have we gone through?  This isn’t the time to dwell on them, but 

perhaps to recognise and share them – common experiences for us all. 

Loneliness, anxiety, perhaps a shaking of our faith. The inability to socialise as 

we would like to -to meet friends, to share meals -we could go on and on I am 

sure. 

And what have we gained? Learning to use zoom,  - a little –   but that is a 

small thing. The depth and growth of fellowship within the community has 

been tremendous. We gave cared for each other, looked after each other, 

laughed and cried with each other, prayed for each other. We have used our 

different gifts for the good of all – we have grown deeper and closer as a 

fellowship and because of this our love for each other has increased.  

And we have been afraid, we are still afraid – but the words of Jesus to his 

disciples apply to us, here and now in the middle of this crisis. Why are you 

afraid? Where is your faith? 

We must remember, we must know in out innermost being that whatever 

happens, Jesus is with us and knowing this in the very depths of our being, we 

can cope with all the storms we have to face in life – even this one! 

The story is told of a teacher in a village school telling the children the story of 

the stilling of the storm. Shortly afterwards there came a terrible blizzard and 

the teacher had virtually to drag the children through the storm. They were in 

very real danger. In the midst of it all she heard a little boy say as if to himself 

‘We could be doing with that chap Jesus here now.’ The child had got it right! 

 

MUSIC 

Listen to a favourite piece of music and ponder on what we have been thinking 

about . 

 

 

 

 



 

LOVE 

A message from Vicky 

In recent months the necessity to find new ways of working has had to be 

found for most people. So, what does a pastoral worker do during a pandemic? 

Birthdays have played a significant role. Ordinarily we may not have been quite 

so aware of each other’s birthdays but during recent months they have been 

somewhat of a relief from the monotony of lockdown. An opportunity to 

celebrate and be thankful for one another. During normal times you may be 

aware that the flowers so lovingly arranged to adorn the worship room, 

following the Sunday services are distributed to members of the congregation 

who are unwell or celebrating a significant moment in their lives. With no 

church flowers we made a decision very early on to send flowers to those with 

birthdays or special anniversaries. As lockdown went on and on and on and the 

birthdays just kept coming it has given me great pleasure to be able to have a 

reason to carry out doorstep visits with a little something from LBC.(for those 

birthdays we knew about.) 

In John10:10, God calls us to celebrate life abundantly; every time we have a 

birthday, we are reminded that god created us with a purpose for this world 

and we are continuing to fulfil our own mission. 

We have celebrated significant birthdays: 65 years, 80 years, 90 years and 100 

years as well as those ages not quite so big. However, every birthday is  a 

momentous occasion, a day when everybody can have the opportunity to feel 

special, a day to give thanks, reflect and generate a sense of joy in our church 

family. 

So, apologies that I cannot be with you today, I will be busy celebrating family 

birthdays.   

Vicky 

  



 

I Corinthians chapter 13 v1-7, 8, 12-13 

And now I will show you the best way of all : 

I may speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but if I am without love, I am a 

sounding gong or a clanging symbol. I may have the gift of prophecy, and know 

every hidden truth; I may have faith strong enough to move mountains; but if I 

have no love, I am nothing. I may dole out all I possess , or even give my body 

to be burnt, but if I have no love, I am none the better. 

 

Love is patient; love is kind and envies no one. Love is never boastful, nor 

conceited nor rude,; never selfish, nor quick to take offence. Love keeps no 

score of wrongs; does not gloat over other men’s sins, but delights in the truth. 

There is nothing love cannot face; there is no limit to its faith, its hope, its 

endurance. 

Love will never come to an end. Are there prophets? Their work will be over. 

Are there tongues of ecstasy? They will cease. Is there knowledge? It will 

vanish away. 

Now we see only puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we shall see face to 

face. My knowledge now is partial; then it will be whole like God’s knowledge 

of me. nI a word, there are three things that last for ever: faith, hope and love; 

but the greatest of them all is love. 

  



Song; 

The journey of life may be easy, may be hard, 

There’ll be dangers on the way; 

With Christ at my side I’ll do battle as I ride 

‘gainst the foe that would lead me astray 

 

Will you ride, ride, ride with the king of kings, 

Will you follow my leader true; 

Will you shout hosanna to the lowly son of God  

Who died for me and you 

 

When doubts arise and when tears are in my eyes, 

When all seems lost to me, 

With Christ as my guide I can smile whate’er betide 

For he my strength will be. 

 

I’ll follow my leader wherever  he may go, 

For Jesus is my friend; 

He’ll lead me on to the place where he has gone, 

When I come to my journey’s end. 

 

The Grace said together 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

The love of God, 

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

Be with us all, 

Now and evermore.  Amen 

 


