
MARY, THE MOTHER OF OUR LORD 

A sermon for Mothers’ Day. 

(I have never preached, or heard, a sermon about Mary, the 

mother of Jesus, in a Baptist Church; this is a sermon not 

about a “supernatural” Mary, but a down-to-earth mother 

as portrayed in the Gospels.) 

Mary, the humble servant at His birth 

Read Luke 1 v 38 

The challenge of pregnancy…the journey to Bethlehem…the 

birth in a stable…the pain and joy of giving birth naturally. 

Read Luke 2 v 19 

In the midst of all that, quietly reflecting, “pondering” 

In our busy world, do we give Mums and ourselves, time to 

quietly reflect and think about our lives? 

 

Mary, the busy mother, caring for others 

Read Matthew 13 vs 53-56 

How many in the family? At least nine! Think of the work, 

cooking, cleaning, washing, mending, comforting and 

challenging, all on a carpenter’s insecure income, for at 

least twenty years. 

This is what parenting is still and always about – with 

thanks on Mothers’ Day!  

 

Mary, the anxious mother 

Read Luke 2 vs 41-50 

She was understandably cross with her 12 year old and his 

explanation did not ease her anxiety. 
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Have you ever lost a child? Worrying is part of parenthood 

and it doesn’t end when they’ve grown up! 

 

Now 18 years pass. Read Luke 3 v 23. Surely Mary is 

wondering whether Jesus will ever do more than be a 

carpenter’s son. 

Mary, the pushy parent 

Read John 2 vs 1-4 

You can understand her urging Him on. 

Don’t we all want to encourage our children to get on? 

 

Then, in fact, He does leave home and starts preaching and 

healing, gaining amazing popularity and controversy. 

Mary and family become more anxious 

Read Mark 3 vs 20-21 Only Mark has this startling incident. 

A mother always wants to protect her children, but we have 

to let them go. 

But there’s worse to come 

Mary is rejected 

Read Mark 3 vs 31-35. This is in all three Gospels, so it 

must have been important. He has a larger “family”, the 

family of the Kingdom of God. 

There’s nothing harder than a rift within a family, but the 

message from Mary is to hang on in there, stay faithful, 

prayerful, it’s not the end of the story. 
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But the end of the story is worse 

Mary, faithful and helpless 

Read John 19 vs 25-27. Stop and pause, imagine what it 

must have been like for Mary, going over the last 33 years, 

for this? 

Read Luke 2 vs 34, 35 as she shares the pain of her son. 

This is where women so often are, watching helplessly while 

loved ones suffer, faithful even in grief. 

 

But it’s not the end of the story. There is only one more 

reference to Mary in the whole of the rest of the New 

Testament, but it is this; Read Acts 1 vs 12-14. 

There she is in the Upper Room, with the disciples, the 

other women and her other sons; she is within the family of 

faith, uniting faith with his natural family, sharing the 

experience of resurrection and the life of the church to 

come. 

As parents and as Christians, we can learn from Mary how 

we too can follow Jesus, through humble service, through 

times of anxiety and misunderstanding, challenge and 

controversy, even tragedy and pain. 

She was indeed “full of Grace”, that is, strengthened by the 

Holy Spirit, which we also may share. 

We may indeed “call her blessed” (Luke 1 v 48) for the 

blessedness is not her own goodness, but the gift of God, 

offered to all who seek Him. God blessed Mary! God bless 

us! 

A Service for Mothers’ Day 

The Hymns (Why not sing the ones you know, even if you’re 

on your own? It’s good to sing!) 

All things bright and beautiful (you know the words!) 

Praise Him! Praise Him! Everybody praise Him! 

He is love, He is love. (repeat) 

(Then Thank Him. Serve Him. Love Him. Crown Him!) 

Life is great! So sing about it  (from Praise for Today) 

Lord of the home. 

I thank Thee, Lord for life. (old BHB no.500) 

 

Bible Readings are part of the sermon (enclosed) 

Even if you’re on your own, read them aloud – it’s good to 

use your voice and it’s better than just glancing at the page. 

 

Prayers 

Pray for your own family, especially Mums and Dads, 

thinking of all the difficulties parents face in modern society 

Pray for children and grandchildren, and the challenges life 

brings to them. 

Pray that your own faith ay be an example to them. 

Pray for the family of faith, the church you belong to. 

Pray for parents and children in society at large and all who 

have influence on parents and young people. 

 


