
Sunday May 17th 2020 

Welcome to our service this morning -we are all glad to share worship together. We hope 

that those without email have received the service and are able to share with us. 

Let’s sing a verse of a hymn together, hopefully a well known hymn from church or school. 

Morning has broken, like the first morning 

Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 

Praise for them, springing fresh from the word 

Where are the children this morning you may ask? They’re usually around by now! Well 

let’s think about them in our mind’s eye. Victor walking down the side aisle to see what is 

happening and playing the drums after the service. Thomas with Maria close behind him 

coming to the front of the church to have a look round. Kimaya sitting with her mum, 

Michelle, Grace, May and Hughie coming to the front to help  with the family talk and give 

thanks for the offering and their mums bringing  Ka Fang, La Fang and Christelle to see what 

is happening. 

 We may not have seen them, but the children have been meeting each Sunday morning 

through zoom. We have shared the Easter story, stories of Jesus healing people and we 

have learnt a lot about Christian Aid when Martyn and Anne Speight came to talk to us. We 

have sung and prayed together, shared drawings and models and told each other what is 

happening in our lives. Some of the pictures have been put on line and we have been able 

to see them and appreciate the work that has gone into them. 

Let us pray for the children in our fellowship: 

Loving God, 

We remember before you the children who are part of our fellowship and who meet with us 

for worship each Sunday. 

We pray for them in their homes, 

Working on tasks that have been set for them from school 

Relaxing as they draw, paint, cook and make models with their brothers and sisters and 

parents. 

Walking together with their families and taking the opportunity to talk to each other. 

May they know how much they are loved and valued by the church of which they are a part 

and how much they are loved by you.  Amen 



‘They brought children for him to touch. The disciples rebuked them, but when Jesus saw 

this he was indignant, and said to them; Let the children come to me; do not try to stop 

them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.’ 

Mark chapter 10 verses 13-14 

 

 

Christian Aid 

As Christian Aid  Week draws to a close, some information from Martyn Speight: 

We remember together that Christian Aid  exists to create a world where everyone can live 

a full life free from poverty. During the week stories have been told about how Christian Aid 

is helping people in countries such as Kenya and Gambia. Here people are facing a lack of 

water, food and healthcare. Some are homeless. Christian Aid asks us to recognise that 

world wide diseases such as Coronavirus impacts us all. But love unites us all.  

News from Martyn last Tuesday was that so far Loughborough Baptist Church has raised 

£1500 for Christian Aid of which £450 has been raised by Sunday Club. 

Let us say together the prayer that we all shared at the end of Sunday Club last Sunday 

Thank you God that we can get water easily. Thank you God for Christian Aid and how they 

help people in need. We pray that you will bless  Christian Aid and the people they help so 

that they can get water easily too. In Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

And now, as usual, before the children leave we offer our gifts to God. 

 

Loving God, 

We offer to you the many gifts that you have given us 

Abilities to make, to do, to organise 

To sing, to work with our hands 

To care for others and to speak to people about your love for them 

To give of our money so that your work may go forward. 

Accept these gifts we ask, may they be used so that all people everywhere may share in the 

love you offer. 

Amen 

  



At the beginning of May David Butcher reminded us that in the Church Calendar Easter goes 

on for six weeks. This is the sixth week after Easter so it seemed appropriate to look at one 

of the later accounts in John’s Gospel where the risen Jesus meets with his disciples.  

 

John chapter 21 verses 1-14 

Some time later Jesus showed himself to the disciples once again by the Sea of Tiberias; and 

in this way. Simon Peter and Thomas ‘the twin’ were together with Nathanael of Cana in 

Galilee. The sons of Zebedee and two other disciples were also there. Simon Peter said ‘I am 

going out fishing.’ ‘We will go with you’ said the others. So they started and got into the 

boat. But that night they caught nothing. 

Morning came and there stood Jesus on the beach, but the disciples did not know that it 

was Jesus. He called out to them, ‘Friends, have you caught anything?’. They answered ‘No.’ 

He said ‘Shoot the net to starboard and you will make a catch.’ They did so, and found they 

could not haul the net aboard, there were so many fish in it. Then the disciple whom Jesus 

loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that, he wrapped his coat 

around him (for he had stripped)  and plunged into the sea. The rest of them came on in the 

boat, towing the net full of fish; for they were not far from land, only about a hundred yards. 

When they came ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish laid on it, and some bread. 

Jesus said ‘Bring some of your catch.’ Simon Peter went aboard and dragged the net to land, 

full of big fish, a hundred and fifty three of them; and yet, many as they were, the net was 

not torn. Jesus said ‘Come and have breakfast.’ None of the disciples dared to ask ‘Who are 

you?’ They knew it was the Lord. Jesus now came up, took the bread, and gave it to them 

and the fish in the same way. 

 

The account written above is from the New English Bible which is a favourite translation of 

mine. It begins with the words ‘some time later’ which places these events after the events 

in the garden, even after the journey to Emmaus.  

The disciples are in Galilee. Why are they there? Because Jesus told them to go. Both Mark 

and Matthew tell us that the messenger the disciples encountered at the empty tomb gave 

them this message 

‘He has been raised from the dead and is going before you into Galilee; there you will see 

him.’ That is what I had to tell you. 

In spite of the fact that the disciples had been told to wait for Jesus to come to them we get 

the feeling that it has all been going on rather a long time. They are weary, they begin to 

lose faith that anything will happen. It is suggested that the disciples are experiencing very 

little comfort from the people in Galilee, perhaps even ridicule. These men who went off 

with the preacher from Galilee, gave up their jobs and their families are now back where 



they started: ’The great adventurers are back again.’ They had been promised the 

opportunity to serve Christ, be part of his mission but time is passing and nothing is 

happening. 

And so Simon Peter suggests to the other disciples who were with him that they go fishing. 

Why? They probably needed food. They had been supported by the people in the villages 

where they preached and some of the women who had travelled with them, but now it was 

all over, now they needed to support themselves. They needed to fish! 

A further conclusion to draw from Peter’s suggestion is that the feeling was that this was all 

over. It had been a wonderful experience  -until the end. But even then they believed that  

the risen Jesus whom they had seen had a message for them, had work for them and was 

giving them the opportunity to share in the work that he had started. And now it seemed it 

had all come to nothing. 

We all experience times of sadness, of wondering what it is all about, we question our faith 

and our way of life. It may be at this time, when we are lacking the company of the people 

we spend much of our time with, who brighten our days and give our life purpose that we 

feel this more often or more keenly. 

But just as in the passage we are thinking about, it is at this moment that Jesus comes to us.  

The disciples have not been successful in their fishing  but, as they row sadly to shore, 

someone calls to them. I wonder how the disciples felt about Jesus’ question ‘Friends, have 

you caught anything?’ Very much the same as we would feel about the same question in 

the same circumstances I suspect! As someone I was reading says ‘When you are 

unsuccessful at fishing you don’t welcome questions about your progress!’ 

They do not recognise Jesus perhaps because of the morning mist. But they do as he says, 

they let down the nets on the other side and the haul of fish is so great that they are unable 

to get it into the boat. 

Immediately Peter recognises Jesus, he throws his coat round him, jumps into the sea and 

splashes to the shore leaving the others to manage the boat and the great catch of fish! 

And suddenly it is all much more positive. Jesus has prepared a meal for them and they sit 

together and eat.  

I wonder what the disciples are thinking about.  – Perhaps when Jesus first called them to 

follow him when they were mending their nets by the Sea of Galilee. Perhaps on an earlier  

occasion when they had caught nothing. Jesus had been teaching the crowds from a boat 

and, suddenly it seemed, he asked them to go back out  in the Sea of Galilee  and let down 

their nets for a catch.   Against their better judgement as fishermen, they do as Jesus asks 

and  make a big haul of fish. Or as they sit on the beach with Jesus do they remember the 

feeding of the huge crowd with loaves and fishes – the food they are sharing together now. 



Let’s think back to times when we feel that we have been close to Jesus and he has been 

there for us – times of great happiness and celebration, times of sorrow when we have 

been supported, a vision we have been given when we couldn’t see the future clearly. 

Think of the times when we have shared meals with each other at church, in our homes, 

round the communion table. Times of enjoyment, times of celebration, times of sadness 

and difficulty, but most of all remembering our shared faith. 

Think of the times of sharing which we experience now – phone calls, letters, weekly 

bulletins, just knowing that people are thinking about us, praying for us and that the 

presence of Jesus is as real when we are alone in our own homes as it is when we are in a 

crowded congregation or any busy gathering. 

And perhaps the question that Jesus asks Peter is the most important one as is the 

instructions he gives to him; 

‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than all else’ 

And to Peter’s reply in the affirmative Jesus says: 

‘Feed my lambs.’ ‘Feed my sheep’ 

Our task is to spread the love of God to all, young and older. Whoever we come into 

contact with, whatever we may be doing, confined to our homes or being out and about. 

Let us hope and pray that those we are in contact with during this difficult time, those who 

have seen the love and care that we have for each other, those around us and those far 

away around the world may see what the love of God is and seek to know it for themselves. 

Amen 

We end our service together with the words of a verse from two hymns in ‘Praise for Today’ 

which seem to me to be very appropriate for our thinking. You may or may not know the 

tune, perhaps you could make one up! But we could all use these words as a starting point 

for our prayers.  

Search for the man who’s risen for ever 

Out on the highway, down by the shore.  

Man’s search for  God finds truth in his spirit, 

Still with the needy, still with the poor. 

Where there’s hunger, where there’s hatred, 

Where injustice, where there’s pain, 

Out of the stable, out of the country, 

Down from the gallows, Jesus does reign 



 

 

Still Jesus comes preaching the kingdom of God , 

In a world that is sick and afraid,  

His gospel has spread like the leaven in bread, 

By the love that has power to persuade: 

So let none of us swerve from our mission to serve, 

That has made us his church from the start; 

May Jesus, the light of the world send us out, 

In the strength of the humble of heart 

 

The Grace 

May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love f God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all wherever we may be  Amen 

 

 

 


