
A little Tebbatt family history from 100 years ago today 
 
My maternal grandparents Joseph and Carrie Allen, were married on 
December 26th 1912, it was a cold and rainy day. The early years of their 
marriage were not easy, work was difficult to find and poorly paid and to add 
to that, within a few months, the First World War began. In spite of this they 
were extremely happy. In  January 1914 they were blessed with their first 
child, my Mother, and two years later their son my Uncle Gerald. In 1918, 
having survived the war, they settled into their little terraced house and looked 
forward to a long and happy life together. 
In the Winter of 1920 however, tragedy struck the world in the form of the 
Spanish Flu Pandemic. All of Joseph’s family became infected and were very, 
very ill. Joseph seemed to be the least affected, and did his best to nurse his 
wife and children. On March 1920, one hundred years ago today, after days of 
caring for his family, Joseph sat in his fireside chair and died. 
His wife and family were, as you can imagine devastated at their terrible loss. 
Not only were they devastated they were now destitute. They had no funds 
whatsoever. The authorities advised that the family be moved to the 
Workhouse at Market Bosworth where the children would be separated from 
their mother, and from each other. Carrie’s parents would not allow this and 
agreed to give them a home, and fit them in with the other six unmarried 
children. 
As the months went by Carrie’s strong faith sustained her and she started up a 
small business, which kept her secure for the rest of her long life. 
Joseph Allen’s genes live on, as is evident in many of his direct descendants. 
Joseph was a handsome and very intelligent chap, unfortunately these 
attributes missed some of us, but fortunately not all. 
Why do I share this story with you? Because sad as it is, there was a great 
future ahead for this little family which is ongoing today. 
Paul wrote in Romans 8 verse 18  “ I consider that what we suffer at this 
present time cannot be compared at all with the glory that is going to be 
revealed to us” 
  

 


